Application of the locality rule and implications for malpractice actions against physical therapists.
Physical therapists are becoming involved increasingly in malpractice actions. The number of such actions will likely increase as the profession moves towards specialized practice and practice without medical referral. This article is intended to clarify some of the major principles of negligence and malpractice law as they apply to physical therapists. There are few reported cases of malpractice involving physical therapists, but an abundance of cases involving physicians. The extent to which physicians and therapists have been treated alike in these past malpractice suits is examined. This article also discusses some of the potential legal implications of specialization and practice without referral and their effect on the physical therapist in general practice and the therapist practicing without referral.